[Renal artery stenosis--an underestimated cause of hypertension and renal failure?].
Although renovascular hypertension is associated with substantial cardiovascular morbidity, ultimately it is a curable disease. Early identification and appropriate treatment of renovascular hypertension may save years of antihypertensive therapy, reduce the morbidity associated with long-standing hypertension, and help to minimise the risk of renal failure. However, the main problem is to identify patients with renovascular disease suitable for treatment. This requires alertness in the clinician, and renographic screening of renal function or duplex-ultrasound scanning of renovascular circulation to augment the yield of angiographic procedures. The predominant treatment of renovascular disease today is percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, which can be used as a repeat procedure or in combination with endoluminal stenting of the stenotic renal artery.